THE GEORGIA MINERAL HERITAGE PROJECT

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Daily each of us witnesses the destruction of our precious mineral heritage. With each new strip mall, each new development, our environment is changed. As the hills are bull dozed away and as the ground is built upon and paved over, a page of our mineral history is lost to us.

Why is this mineral heritage important to you and to future generations? Think of some of the minerals that have brought fame and fortune to Georgia: Gold, Marble, Kaolin, and Garnet, to name but a few. Have you ever wondered why Gold is in Georgia? Why the Kaolin beds occur where they do? Why the Savannah River Agate occurs where it does and not somewhere else? What does the presence of a mineral species say about the surrounding geology? In what other areas of Georgia can these and other mineral species be found?

Just like you, the Georgia Mineral Heritage Project wants to answer these and similar questions. Surprisingly, there are only a few thorough sources that document all occurrences of even one mineral in Georgia. This project seeks to document our mineral heritage, not just for one mineral species or for a few collecting sites, but for as many minerals and mineral occurrences as we can. We believe we must move quickly before this information is forever lost.

The purpose of the Georgia Mineral heritage Project is to document in detail mineral occurrences within the state of Georgia. That is, we want to know what minerals can be found in Georgia, Where the occurrences are located, are these occurrences open to collecting or not, and what is the geological setting of each mineral occurrence.

If you are interested in participating in this project, you will find attached the project’s research and collecting protocol guidelines.  Try using the protocol on your next collecting trip. Fill out the answers to the questions as completely as you can. Remember, the information you contribute will be used for generations – long after the site you are documenting is lost. Thank you for helping to preserve the mineral heritage of Georgia.

